
A Walk through 1 John: Believe the Spirit not the World   
By Colton Fremont 
 
    How fitting that I would be writing about 1 John 4 after preaching last 
week about being weary of false teachers and the message that they 
bring. I would say it’s a coincidence but I don’t believe in those. I believe 
the Lord sovereignly brings His timing about for a purpose and that 
purpose appears in some sense for us to be on the look out for false 
teachers. So how can we adequately know when the message one brings 
is wrong? We test that message by the Holy Spirit.    
 
Test all things by the Spirit of God 
    When NASA seeks to send a rocket into space, they never begin the 
process, work through the process, finish the process, and then just shoot 
the rocket up there. Instead they work diligently to make sure their rocket 
is good enough and then there is a plethora of extensive testing that must 
take place to make sure that every single piece of that rocket will work. 
When adequate testing does not take place we see disaster strike, a 
rocket destroyed, and potentially lives lost. On an eternal scale, when we 
fail to test every spirit to see whether they are from God, we can find 
ourselves sending a rocket up untested and leading to disaster. 1 John 4 
says, “do not believe every spirit, but test every spirit to see whether they 
are from God.” Well what test do we administer?? How can we know?? 
He gives that answer too, “every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess 
Jesus is not from God.” The spirits that we stay far away from do not 
profess Christ, they profess themselves. John would call these the “spirit 
of the antichrist.” False teachers and false spirits bring about the 
antithesis of who Jesus is what Jesus taught. So we stay away from them.   
 
The Strength to Stay Away  
    Many of us might see ourselves as too weak to stay away from these 
spirits or not wise or knowledgeable enough to discern which are true and 
right. John gives us the confidence to know this isn’t true! He records, 
“Little children, you are from God and have overcome them (the spirits), 
for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” Oh 
Church may we rejoice at this triumphant truth! This should cause us to 
leap in the air and shout victorious screeches! CHRIST IS GREATER 
THAN THE DEVIL! The one who resides in you is GREATER than he who 
resides in the world! Picture it like this. John says Christ, who resides 
even if in just one person, is greater than satan who resides in the entire 
world. The mightiness of our God is surreal. The holiness of our God is 
unmatched. The glory of our God knows no bounds. All of this is true 
because the death of our Savior could not be contained by he who is in 
the world. Christians, you have been given every possible strength to 
know that which is from God and that which is from the world, so stay true 
to the Gospel of Christ rather than the lies from the world.  
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Staff & Leadership Contact Information 

Last Week 

BUDGET NEEDS 

 

WEEKLY TITHES & OFFERINGS 

Morning Worship 
Sunday, May 2, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 

Welcome, Scripture Reading, & Prayer                         Colton Fremont                                                              
 

 
Congregation Worship & Praise     
                                                       “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” 
                                                “In Christ Alone (My Hope is Found)” 
 
 
Scripture Reading                                                       Miranda Harrison           
 
 
Pastoral Prayer                                                                    Rick Blythe 
 
 
Congregation Worship & Praise                       “How Great Thou Art” 

  
                                                         
Music Message                                                                    Jill Wagner  
 
 
THE SPOKEN WORD                                                         Rick Blythe 
 
 
Invitation Hymn                                                         “Only Trust Him”            
 
                             
Prayer for the Pastor Search Committee                           Victor Coker 
     
  
Postlude                                                                   “Trust and Obey”                                      

Nursery 
 

 
May 2 

Mary Cille Gibbs  
Mary Beth Thomas  

Nathan & Lindsay Harrison  
 
 

May 9 
Ashley May 

John Clay & Morgan Lyles 
Clay & Sonji Rose 

CentriKid Camp 2021! 
 

July 9th - 11th at  
Shocco Springs Conference Center  

in Talladega, AL 
 

For those who have completed  
2nd - 6th Grade 

 
Total Cost: $219 

A deposit of $60.00 is due now! 

Vacation Bible School 
June 7th - June 11th 

 

Sign up on the bulletin board if you 
would like to volunteer! 

The next class for children who are actively asking questions 
about Baptism, church membership and becoming a Christian will 
begin May 2nd. This class lasts for 8 Sundays and walks through 
the basics of what it means to be a follower of Jesus. The class 

will meet during the Sunday School hour in the Team Kid room on 
the 1st floor of the Children's building. Contact Anne 

(amabry@fbnewton.org) to sign up your child.  

mailto:amabry@fbnewton.org


 

How to Join Our Church Family 
 

We would love to talk to you about salvation & membership. 
 

To discuss this with our staff, you may choose from these options: 
 
1. During the invitation hymn of the morning worship service, walk 

to the front of the Worship Center to speak with one of our 
ministers. 

 
2.   After the morning worship service, one of our ministers will be at    
      the front of the Sanctuary (near the piano) to talk with you &     
      answer any questions. 

3.  At any time, you may email or call Colton to schedule a    
     time to talk. 

 

 

 

 

 

307 EAST CHURCH STREET 
NEWTON, MS 39345 
601-683-2066 
WWW.FBNEWTON.ORG 

 

Our FBC Family welcomes you to worship today. If you have any 
needs, please see one of our greeters.  

Thank you for joining us in worship today and please let us know 
how we can serve you! 

We’re glad you joined us! 

Church Office Hours:  
Monday - Thursday 
8:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Next Week... Sunday, May 2 

Wednesday, May 5 

Wednesday Night Suppers 

Sunday, May 9 

2021 Service Surveys 

 


